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1. Introduction

We begin this editorial journey with a notion as simple as it is powerful: science must
serve society. In a world marked by uncertainty, technological acceleration, and global
challenges, it is essential to have spaces that channel knowledge toward concrete, trans-
formative, and equitable goals (OEI, 2023). Ceniiac was born out of this deep conviction—
knowledge reaches its greatest value when it is shared, connected to reality, and trans-
lated into action (Espina-Romero, 2023b). It is not merely about producing data or pub-
lishing results, but about building bridges between academia, institutions, the productive
sector, and citizens.

2. Applied Science for a Changing World

We live in a time of transition, where digital transformation, artificial intelligence, sus-
tainability, cultural diversity, and research ethics have become pillars of academic and
public debate (Espina-Romero, 2023a). In the face of such complexity, science can no
longer operate in isolation. As Nowotny (2021) asserts, the production of knowledge must
be integrated with the social, economic, and technological dynamics of each context.

In this sense, Ceniiac positions itself as an editorial space that promotes dialogue
between the technical and the human, between methodological rigor and sensitivity to
real-world problems. We advocate for a science that not only describes, but also trans-
forms; that not only measures, but also understands and proposes.

3. The Transformative Power of the Applied Social Sciences

The Applied Social Sciences are at the core of our editorial identity. Recent studies
show that disciplines such as economics, organizational psychology, communication, ed-
ucation, and public management have a direct impact on policy design, institutional inno-
vation, and the improvement of quality of life (Betancur Arias, 2022; OECD, 2020). Far
from being “soft sciences,” their strength lies in their capacity to interpret and act upon
human systems in all their complexity.

Ceniiac recognizes and celebrates this potential. We welcome both empirical studies
and theoretical reflections, quantitative, qualitative, or mixed methods, and intersectoral
approaches that make visible what is often excluded from conventional scientific frame-
works.

4. Openness, Inclusion, and Ethics as Editorial Pillars

In line with our mission, Ceniiac is grounded in three editorial pillars: openness, in-
clusion, and ethics. We advocate for open access as a path to democratize knowledge,
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break down economic barriers, and enhance the visibility of academic work—especially
that produced in the Global South Global (OEI, 2023). We accept manuscripts in Spanish,
English, or Portuguese, and offer formal flexibility so that each author can present their
contribution freely, without unnecessary formatting constraints.

We also defend an editorial approach rooted in responsibility. We promote double-
blind peer review in accordance with the guidelines of the Committee on Publication Ethics
— COPE (2013), ensuring transparency and fairness in evaluation. In light of the growing
use of artificial intelligence in academic settings, we take a clear stance: these technolo-
gies may serve as helpful tools to enhance linguistic clarity or support data analysis, but
they should never replace critical judgment, human authorship, or ethical responsibility.

Inclusive language, moreover, is not merely a stylistic choice but a commitment to
diversity. Following international recommendations, we encourage authors to use neutral,
respectful, and representative expressions of all social identities (Leung & Loépez-
McKnigh, 2021).

5. Interdisciplinarity: A Strategy for Complex Problems

Cutting-edge research is not built from a single discipline. The most relevant solutions
to current challenges—such as digital governance, multidimensional poverty, climate
change, or mental health—emerge from interdisciplinary, collaborative, and contextually
grounded approaches (Ke, 2020). At Ceniiac, we value proposals that integrate diverse
knowledge, connect theories and methodologies, and foster collaboration among re-
searchers, institutions, and sectors.

Our goal is to be a platform that articulates those intersections, breaks traditional
disciplinary boundaries, and legitimizes new forms of knowledge. Thematic and method-
ological openness is not a concession—it is an epistemological and ethical necessity. Fig-
ure 1 summarizes the editorial foundations of Ceniiac.
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Figure 1. Editorial Foundations of Ceniiac

6. Conclusion: A Scientific Community with Purpose

This first volume of Ceniiac represents a beginning, but also a commitment—to build
a plural, rigorous scientific community that is oriented toward the common good. It is much
more than a collection of articles; it is the testimony of a commitment to meaningful sci-
ence, open to debate, learning, and collaboration.
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We invite educators, researchers, students, professionals, and decision-makers to
be part of this community. Ceniiac aspires to be an open window to applied knowledge,
critical thinking, and a shared commitment to the present and future of our societies.

Welcome to Ceniiac! Something important begins here.

Conflicts of Interest: The author declares no conflicts of interest.
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